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UM LIBRARY PRESENTS SCHOLARSHIPS 
MISSOULA-
Two students working for The Maureen and Mike Mansfield Library at The University of 
Montana have each received a $500 scholarship especially intended for bright, student, library 
employees.
Matt Porrovecchio, a senior majoring in elementary education from Bigfork, and Josh 
Wahl, a second-year pharmacy student from Dillon, each received a Joseph H. and Ruth M. 
FitzGerald Library Scholarship for the 1999-2000 academic year. Porrovecchio works for the 
library’s copy service, and Wahl works for the library’s circulation/reserve materials department.
To receive the scholarship, recipients must have at least a 2.75 grade-point average, be a 
full-time student and be a current library employee. They also need two letters of 
recommendation, and they must write an essay addressing the role libraries have played in their 
lives.
One o f the scholarships’ namesakes, Joseph FitzGerald, graduated from UM in 1931 with 
a degree in economics. He became UM ’s eighth Rhodes Scholar in 1932, studying law at Oxford 
University. At Oxford he met his future wife, Ruth Milliken. After returning to the United States, 
Joseph held a variety of administrative positions with the federal government, and he eventually
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served as president o f Ozark Airlines. Upon his retirement in 1971, the couple returned to 
Montana. She continues to live in their Swan Valley home and has been a faithful supporter of the 
Friends o f the Library. Joseph died in 1991.
Ruth established the scholarships in 1996 for library student employees in recognition of 
the valuable service they provide for the campus community.
MU
CBS
Local, Bigfork Eagle, Dillon Tribune Examiner 
Libschol.rl
